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classroom. The rules and regulations 
that prevent a teacher from dealing 
with an unruly student go overboard. I 
would rather see those changed and 
give the teacher more authority and 
not see teachers worried that they will 
be sued for this or that if they try to 
exercise some authority. All those 
things are necessary. Most of them are 
up to the locals. 

But we will not improve teachers un-
less we raise the salaries. The reality 
is, right now we ask people to make 
sacrifices. In New York City, we can’t 
get certified teachers for all the rea-
sons I mentioned. How about in our 
wealthy suburbs where a starting sal-
ary for a teacher is pretty good, $35,000, 
which in New York, Long Island, for in-
stance, is not a lot. You can do a lot 
more with $35,000 in Mississippi than 
you can in Long Island, but it is still 
not bad. When do they all quit? Three 
years later when they have to buy a 
home. 

Unless we do more for teachers’ sala-
ries, we won’t solve the problem. Un-
less we do more to help give prestige to 
teachers, we won’t solve the problem. 
Unless we give teachers some support 
in the classroom, we won’t solve the 
problem. It takes money, and it takes 
standards, both. You can’t have one; 
you can’t have the other. You need 
both. Just money, low standards, for-
get it. It is wasted. Just standards, low 
money, you won’t get the people who 
can meet the standards. 

The second area I will be focusing on 
as we debate this bill in the weeks 
ahead is how to improve the quality of 
our teachers. It is key. I wouldn’t want 
this choice, but I would rather have a 
school that is a little old and a little 
grimy with a teacher who really cared 
and did a great job than a brand spank-
ing new school and a mediocre teacher. 
I would rather have almost nothing in 
the education world except for parents 
who watched their kids and taught 
them values and helped them with 
their homework. That is probably first. 
But second? Good teachers. 

You get what you pay for, when the 
starting salary for a teacher now in 
America is $26,000 in what should be 
the exalted profession of the 21st cen-
tury, particularly in math and science, 
but even some other areas, special ed, 
languages, computer skills. 

I hope my colleagues will pay atten-
tion to this debate. It is crucial for 
America. I hope it will be a long and 
full debate. I hope that I will get the 
kind of bipartisan support that I think 
the measures I am talking about de-
serve. 

I thank the Chair and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-
SIONS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 1 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that all time under 
rule XXII be yielded back and the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 1 be agreed to. I 
further ask consent that immediately 
following the reporting of the bill, the 
Senate then proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators to 
speak up to 10 minutes each. Finally, I 
ask consent that the Senate resume 
consideration of S. 1 at 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday morning and Senator JEF-
FORDS be recognized at that time to 
offer an amendment to the so-called bi-
partisan amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BETTER EDUCATION FOR 
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the bill. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A bill (S. 1) to extend programs and activi-
ties under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate is now 
in a period of morning business.

f 

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, because of 
the traffic and the business in the 
Chamber yesterday, I was not able to 
speak on May as Older Americans 
Month, but I did submit a resolution as 
chairman of the Senate Aging Com-
mittee to recognize May as Older 
Americans Month, as we have for 38 
years, saying that this is the official 
month during which we pay tribute to 
the contributions of 44 million older 
Americans. 

It is during this month that we as a 
nation recognize older Americans for 
their service, hard work, and sacrifice 
that helped assure us the freedom and 
security we now enjoy. 

There is a great deal more I could 
say, and through the month of May 
there will be a great deal said about 
the contribution that older Americans 
make to this great society of ours. 

Of course, for those of us who still 
have parents or grandparents who are 
active and contributing to their com-
munities, we know how valuable this 
group of citizens is in our culture. 

The program we will be looking at 
when we reauthorize, as we did the 

Older Americans Act, is going to ad-
vance once again the surety of a good 
many of the programs that are avail-
able to them. We reauthorized it last 
year finally after 5 years. It is impor-
tant we did that because so many of 
those programs drive results at the 
local community level that are ex-
tremely valuable to all of us. 

With this authorization, Congress 
was able to add an important compo-
nent to the act, and that was the pro-
gram to authorize $125 million to es-
tablish a new National Family Care-
givers Support Program to provide 
grants to States to provide information 
and services to family caregivers, an-
other one of those broadening concepts 
on which we work with the senior com-
munity of our Nation. 

I wanted to take time briefly this 
morning to recognize May as Older 
Americans Month and the resolution 
that was submitted yesterday by my-
self and others. 

f 

GET-WELL CARD 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, as you 
know, I had a little round with the sur-
geon during our Easter break. I got a 
get-well card from a good friend who 
lives in Montana, something that 
would come out of sort of cowboy lore 
or out of a cowboy camp. I knew this 
man’s father. We go way back in Mon-
tana and the ranching history. 

It says:
Friend CONRAD: Well, looks like you’re 

done for. So I guess we might as well divide 
up your stuff. I’ll take your saddle. Ray.

There is a kindness in that letter 
that probably only can be appreciated 
by those of us who have been in those 
cow camps and sat at these folks’ fire. 
I thought I would share that with some 
folks. There is still some humility 
around and great comradery that 
comes from that. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CHIEF ROBERT 
LANGSTON 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, today I rise 
before you to honor the service of re-
cently retired Chief Robert E. 
Langston of the U.S. Park Police. Chief 
Langston has honorably served the De-
partment of the Interior, the National 
Park Service, and U.S. Park Police for 
over 30 years. 

Chief Langston has led America’s 
oldest Federal uniformed law enforce-
ment agency, formed by President 
George Washington to serve the public 
squares of the District of Columbia. 
Congress later gave the Park Police 
the same powers and duties as the D.C. 
Metropolitan Police, and the Park Po-
lice have become a primary partner in 
keeping the peace. 

Countless numbers of the visiting 
public tour Washington’s monuments 
at all hours of the day and night with 
a confidence that they can visit these 
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